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DEAN OF MAJOR EASTERN NURSING SCHOOL NAMED TO HEAD USD 
PHILIP Y. HAHN SCHOOL OF NURSING AND ALLIED HEALTH SCIENCES 
IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
San Diego, California 
Dr. Irene Sabelberg Palmer, currently dean of one of the 
larger nursing schools in the country, will become Dean of the 
new University of San Diego Philip Y. Hahn School of Nursing and 
Allied Health Sciences, it was announced today. 
USD President Dr. Author E. Hughes in making the announce.,. 
ment commented that the new program will begin classes this 
September (1974) with the non-nursing portions of the curricu-
lum. The two year post-R.N. baccalaureate program in nursing and 
other health science programs yet to be created were made possible 
through a million dollar gift of Mr . Philip Y. Hahn. 
Dr. Palmer has been Dean and Professor at the School of 
Nursing, Boston University, Boston, Massachusetts. She is a 
native of New Jersey. She graduated from the Jersey City Medical 
Center School of Nursing and received her B.S. from New Jersey 
State Teachers College. She was awarded her M. A. in Nursing 
Education and Service and her Ph.D. in Nurs i ng from New York 
University. 
Dr. Palmer began her professional career as a staff nurse. 
She has served as a Clinical Instructor Medi cal-Surgical Nursing 
and as Educational Director of several Eastern hospital?. From 1952 
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to 19 56, as a Captain in t .he Army Nurse Corps she instructed in 
Medical Field Service Schools at Letterman Army Hospital, San 
Francisco and Walter Reed Army Medical Center, Wash in gton, D.C. 
Dr. Palmer has published extensively in professional journals. 
She has done extensive research in many phases of nursing education. 
Among the numerous professional organizations in which Dr. 
Palmer holds membership are: Sigma Theta Tau, National Honorary 
Society in Nursing; Pi Lambda Theta , Honorary Society for Professional 
Women in Education; American Nurses Association; American Asso-
ciation of University Professors and the American As s ociation 
of Higher Education. She is listed in "Who's Who of American 
Women", "Who's. Who in America" and "Two Thous and Women of Achieve-
ment" to name a few. 
She has served on local (Massachusetts) and national commit-
tees of several nursing organizations and is a past Treasurer and 
presently a member of the planning Committee of Academic Leader-
ship in Nursing, American Assoc iation of Colleges of Nursing. 
More than 250 students have requested admittance to the 
program beginning in Sept ember. The University of San Diego plans 
to t ak e 5 0 - 6 0 p er ye a r . 
Dr. Palmer will take up residence in San .Diego and begin her 
new appointment in January, 1975. Meanwhile, Sister Sally Furay, 
Vice President and Provost of USD announced that faculty have been 
appointe d by Dr. Palmer and curriculum development is proceeding. 
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